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What is the Teacher Performance Assessment (TPA)?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Our goal right now is to provide a brief overview of the TPA as a whole group, to give a sense of “what it is” (as Jane eluded to we’ve been working on) then we will break into small table group discussions with one of us joining each discussion to dig into questions that might be coming up for you
After the overview, we will give you a handy “cheat sheet” with this information distilled down

In this assessment, teacher candidates will describe, analyze, and evaluate the teaching of a 3-5 lesson unit of instruction – which is called a “learning segment”

The TPA is made up on Three Tasks: Planning, Instruction, and Assessment Plus a reflection. Attention to academic language and student voice are carried throughout the assessment

We will begin by dropping in on the planning tasks and describe what is involved as a teacher candidate plans the focus 3-5 days of instruction


Planning Task

Describing context
Selecting lesson objectives
Planning 3-5 days of instruction (lessons, assessments,

materials)
« Alignment of objectives, instruction, and assessment

Planning commentary
Dally reflection for 3-5 days of instruction


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Context – includes data – such as time devoted each day to the content area of focus & how many students are ELL or on an IEP. 
              – includes the realities of the school setting & how that affects the students and the teachers – the writer creates a “word picture” of their school & helps the reader understand their specific placement & how that shapes their teaching
CT very helpful here – can begin attending to early in placement

Selecting lesson objectives –As a teacher candidate selects the lessons for the learning segment, they are encouraged to review the curriculum with CT to select worthwhile and important learning objectives – those which are higher level, specific to the discipline, and provide opportunities for critical thinking

Planning commentary – upon completion of planning, write a 7-9 page commentary (using prompts) to summarize, describe how plans are responsive to what you know about your students and what they can do, how your plans support student learning, and how you will monitor student learning- through formal and informal assessments- while teaching.

Daily reflection – after teaching each lesson respond to prompts, such as: What is working? What is not? For whom? Why? How does this reflection inform what you plan to do in the next lesson?



What is the Teacher Performance Assessment (TPA)?
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Presentation Notes
Remembering that the TPA is made up of 3 tasks (planning, instruction, and assessment, plus reflection), we are now going to move from looking at the planning task to drop in on the instruction task of the TPA and describe what is involved


Instruction Task

 From the 3-5 lessons, select 1 or 2 video clips of

no more than 15 minutes total, showing:
o Instruction focused on targeted learning objectives
o Presentations and/or interactions with students that
deepen student understanding
 Instruction commentary
o 2-4 pages describing and reflecting on teaching
strategies demonstrated in the clip(s)


Presenter
Presentation Notes
From the 3-5 lessons, teacher candidates select 1 or 2 video clips totally around 20 minutes to analyze their teaching

Commentary addresses prompts, that attend to:
Describing strategies used to engage students
Citing examples- such as language supports seen in the clips that help students understand the content-- And reflecting on how these strategies are aligned with students academic and social development
or ways of eliciting students thinking and the teacher candidates ability to monitor and respond in a way that deepens students understanding 
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Presentation Notes
Remembering that the TPA is made up of 3 tasks (planning, instruction, and assessment, plus reflection), we are now going to move from looking at the instruction task to drop in on the assessment task of the TPA and describe what is involved


Assessment task

Select an assessment from the learning segment
& provide evaluation criteria

Analyze student work & identify patterns in
understanding across the class

Ask students to reflect on their own performance
Document written/oral feedback

Determine next steps in teaching

3 student work samples, 2 for in-depth analysis
Assessment commentary
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Presentation Notes

The purpose of the assessment task is for the teacher candidate to assess student progress, diagnose student learning strengths and needs in order to inform instruction

The assessment occurs DURING the 3-5 lessons, it is not summative

The assessment is work of individuals, not groups

It is designed to give the students and the teacher candidate a sense of how well they are progressing toward learning key knowledge, skills, and abilities targeted in the learning segment

Evaluation criteria – performance indicators used to assess student learning (may be in  a rubric)

2 focal students – at least 1 student must have identified learning needs (ELL, IEP, gifted)

Commentary Prompts focus on:
Citing specific standards/targets that are measured by the assessment chosen for analysis
A summary of student learning for the whole class at the point of the assessment in the learning segment – organized into a narrative or table
Notes changes from what was planned according to what was learned from the assessment
Discusses what students seem to understand well and misunderstandings or confusions
Citing evidence from student work samples and teacher candidate self-reflections
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Presentation Notes
Throughout the three tasks of planning, instruction, and assessment, teacher candidates write reflective commentaries– 



Reflection

 Throughout & Retrospective

* Final retrospective reflection:
« Draw from previous commentaries to create 1 page
commentary
« Consider what learned about teaching and learning
« Consider different choices given opportunity to teach again
* Provide evidence of ability examine teaching and propose
changes
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Presentation Notes
In addition to the reflections along the way, they also write a retrospective reflection– where they

Reflect on entire learning segment drawing from across previous commentaries
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Presentation Notes
Throughout the assessment, teacher candidates think about the academic language of the learning segment




Academic Language

« Attends to oral & written language

« Specialized vocabulary of the discipline (e.g. lab report)
« Typical classroom language demands (e.g. discussing ideas)

 |dentifying the language demands in relation to
students’ current academic language proficiency

 Demonstrating how the candidates planning,
Instruction, and assessment support academic
language development


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Beyond vocabulary

Definition for academic language– the oral and written language needed by students to understand and communicate in the academic disciplines
Specialized vocabulary
Grammar
Style 
Organization
Typical classroom language demands (discussing ideas, disagreement, asking for clarification…)
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Throughout the assessment, teacher candidates incorporate student voice into the planning, enactment, and reflection of the learning segment



Student voice

* Planning for and engaging students Iin
opportunities to articulate the learning targets,
monitor their own progress, and identify support
needed to achieve the learning target



Next steps

e Field test 2011-2012 academic year

e All teacher education institutions in WA state
« All teacher certification candidates in programs in WA state
« UWB one factor in teacher candidate’s certification

* Beginning 2012-2013 initial certification depends
on meeting standard in all areas of the TPA
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Presentation Notes
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