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BPOLST 592 Topics in Policy Research: State and Local 
Policy, Analysis & Performance Measures
Saturdays 8:30 am - 1:00 pm (9/19, 9/26, 10/3, 10/10)
Tuesday & Thursday 5:45 - 10:05 pm (9/29, 10/1)

In this course, students learn and apply tools of policy analysis and performance 
measures that are required for policy analysis, implementation, and evaluation at a 
state and county level. The instructors will identify appropriate cases for this course 
in the areas of education policy, environmental policy, and others.  Students also 
have the opportunity to select agencies/policy issues of their interest that they study 
in the individual modules in this course. We begin with an overview of state-level 
policy making and its relationship with federal and local policies. The remainder of 
the course is organized in four modules on data and analytical tools required in the 
following four domains: (1) legislature, (2) county government and its links to state 
policies, (3) independent research firms, and (4) comparative state analysis. Each 
module builds on one or two cases from this domain with a hands-on analytical 
component. 

Nives Dolšak, PhD

Nives Dolšak is Associate Professor at University of Washington Bothell. She has 
published articles examining the impact of economic ties in global environmental 
governance and policy implementation, applicability of tradable permits in common-
pool resource management, and linkages across local, regional, and global air 
pollution policies.  She is the co-editor of The Drama of the Commons (2002) and The 
Commons in the New Millennium: Challenges and Adaptation (2003).


